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COMMUNIST POSITION IN THE KOREAN TRUCE TALKS 



Peiping Radio on 12 July denounced in detail the joint Rhee- 

° f the 8a " e data - The le »Sthy commentary, 

"Rhle atlfl miLS 888 corr ® s P°n<ie”t “t Panmunjom, asserted that 

^k 1 S 1 es 1,0 assurance that his government and army will 

io « h8 K S rea “. ar ” l6tlCe a R ree ”®nt" and that Rhee and Robertson 

aga?n« SSth Korea 8 " SUPP ° rt 0, Rh88 18 8 " lllta ^ operation 

broadca ® t quotes Rhee’s reported remark to a Scripps- 
d c ° rre ®P° ndent . following the release of the joint statement 

to obstruct one for 90 days. It concludes that theAmeri^an-South 

the J^ucral^e^So^fys 18 t0 ” all ° W Rh88 8 * r8e hand to uader " 1 °® 

the commenta ry notes the lack of reference to the 
released prisoners in the joint statement, and objects to the 

agreement to release in South Korea those Korean prisoners who 
to them/ t0 reSiSt re P at riation after Communist "explanations" 

believJn^J^/Jh corres P OD ^ eDt cites South Korean officials as 
pact will P ros P ectiv e American-South Korean security 

£o£n£ P ^, t ?.° t T A "*rican-South Korean agreements noJed ln the 

to b^lld in"south S lt^ d ti ?“ al ev i dence of a ” American intention 
Duiid up South Korean forces for such an operation. 

truce A1 £!:L Ug |: *^^r un , l8t !. sti11 ap >» ar to « Korean 

three days suggest that they will not sign a truce unless a-fvfi 
ment nge + assurances that the UN Command will attempt to imple 
Sneeifni r V? e wb ® ther or not the terms are acceptable to Rhee 
demand^n^th’ the P ro P a g a nda suggests that the Communists wiil 

u" .‘slr^ojr^f^fj"* 8 at Pan " un J°”> that the ™ Command 

) maxe a serious effort to recover the released prisoners, 
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(2) ensure against further releases, (3) adhere to the 8 June 
agreement on the disposition of prisoners unwilling to be re¬ 
patriated, (4) ensure that South Korean forces will observe a 
cease-fire and withdraw from the demilitarized zone, and (5) 
guarantee the safety of neutral nations personnel supervising a 
truce and handling the prisoners, Indian troops guarding the 
prisoners, and Communist "explanations’' personnel. 

The Communists are also expected to demand assurances in 
the Pahraunjom meetings or through other channels, that the United 
States is not committed to resume hostilities if no early agree¬ 
ment is reached on the major agenda questions in the political 
conference, and that the United States will not support Rhee in 

a South Korean military operation against North Korea at the end 
of 90 days or thereafter. 

■ 

* 

It is still not clear whether the Communists desire a truce 
to be peacefully implemented or would prefer an American-South 
Korean conflict on its implementation. The Communists could be 
expected in either case to insist, as they have insisted, on 
assurances regarding implementation. A reliable indication of 
their preference may be provided shortly in their position on 
the prisoner issue. Persistence in demanding recovery of all 
of the released prisoners would indicate a preference for an 
American-South Korean conflict. 
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